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The 3rd Niigata International Animation Film Festival Daily News
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Niigata-born director Tatsuyuki Nagai reflects

RDHIPRMBNE HERBLUE SKY

the multiple joy and sorrows of small-town youth

There will be a glorious homecoming for Niigata-born animation
director Tatsuyuki Nagai (49) when he visits the Festival on March 17.
The director of Her Blue Sky and other works was born in 1976 in
Niigata’s Akiha Ward. He attended Niitsuminami high school; then,
as he was “interested in advertising,” he enrolled at Niigata College
of Art and Design where he studied PR planning. "I liked anime so
much that I watched old repeats on TV from early morning to late
night, but it was just a hobby,” he remembers.

He joined a local printing company after college, but left in order to
move to Tokyo. His turning point came in 1988, when he started
working part-time on TV animation production. He steadily
accumulated experience as assistant director, director and series
director, making his theater-release debut with The Flower We Saw
that Day in 2013. This was followed by The Anthem of the Heart in
2015 which was highly praised for its character depiction.

Her Blue Sky and two other Saitama-based works comprise the

koshinokanbai.co.jp
IG @koshinokanbai
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Chichibu Trilogy, in which the characters have a sense of being
closed-in by the valley, giving a feeling of separateness from
Tokyo. “I set them in Chichibu because it was similar to where I
came from, it has just the right provincial feeling.” The latest work
Fureru also resonates strongly with young people both in the cities
and in the provinces. “When I was young in Niigata, I just wanted
to get out and find new worlds; and that’s probably why I made
films.

At that time, if you were interested in animation, you wouldn’t give
Niigata a second thought. ” But Nagai has some words of
encouragement for young animators in Niigata today. “Now there
is a wide choice of studios and schools, so I encourage young
people to keep knocking on doors.”

When urged by a local journalist to set a work in Niigata, his
response was clear: “Definitely; I want to do that.”

[amane]
NELATEHED T2 — AT 5175 28T 12k 5 5
HATEAS ST TR 2 —NTH % DT, ZOMD D fe

B7,Japan,2019,/106min /& &  RHES
Director: Tatsuyuki Nagai
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17-year old Aoi lives with her older sister Akane in a town in the
mountains. They lost their parents in an accident thirteen years ago.One
day, Shinnosuke Kanemuro—Akane’s old flame and a man Aoi deeply

admires for introducing her to the joy of music.
17H10:00~11:30 B#A—IV (RHEE )
10:00AM~11:30AM at Nippo Hall (Director Nagai Talk)

17H12:15~14:33 T- 31 ({Ef L)
17th 12:15PM~2:33PM at T-JOY (Screening)
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We are proud to present three of
the films that will be screened today.
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Clarice’s Dream
73Y)V,/Brazil /2023 ,/83min/
BB -t EA-VA TV TTAILR

Director:GUTO BICALHO, FERNANDO GUTIERREZ

12:30~13:53T-¥a1
12:30 PM - 1:53 PM at T-JOY

JE8H 16:40~18:04 $EHRTSY
Next 18th 4:40 PM~6:04 PM at Niigata Citizen Plaza
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This work from Brazil is as rich in colour as a picture book,

and tells how the little Clarice, with the help and love of her
friends, overcame the tragic loss of her mother.
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Millennium Actress

H# “Japan,2001,/87min /8858
Director:Satoshi Kon

10:00~13:00 Y& +U1 > K (b—0%Y)
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM at CineWind (with talk)
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Tachibana, the president of a small video production
company, visits the house of the great Showa-era actress
Chiyoko Fujiwara to make a documentary about her.
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Niigata and Animation
Legend of the Galactic Heroes: Die Neue These

B4, Japan, 2022,/94min /B ZEEN

Director:Shunsuke Tada
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10:00~11:00 HERA—IV
Talk: The appeal of Niigata Studio
10:00AM~11:00AM at Nippo Hall

EBR 12:30~13:45T-231
Screening 12:30PM~1:45PM at T-JOY

Production 1.G #BRZIADHEWER 2y T
MERDB/%ES,

Production 1.G Niigata Studio's production staff
discuss the appeal of their works.
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AVNERERME
Star Chart of
Competition Entries
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Writer for the monthly magazine "Animage”

Chogetsu Suzuki
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Festival Programmer

Yoshi Yatabe
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Press

Matt SCHLEY
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Associate Professor at Hosei University
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There is so much brilliance packed into just 58

minutes. This is one that all kids at the festival
really should see.
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An overwhelmingly emotional experience. [

couldn’t stop shaking. This is a work history will
remember.
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Amazing every time. Proves personal anime can be
ahit. Can’t wait to see Oshiyama’s next.
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A bittersweet masterwork reflecting on intimacy,
passion, and growth, with exquisite linework,
animation, and backgrounds.
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Memoir of a Snail
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Frame-by-frame shooting gives overwhelming

detail and originality to this world-view. I am so
glad it helped me find hope.

EZ-OEMEZE IR THENEYFED R
BICHEPNEABERNEGELZFHO 1K,

Inimitable and original; it coaxes a simple story out
of its shell and creates a miracle of humanity.

BEROFL—2a>DEVD HREICA
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I couldn't get into the story, perhaps because

of the past-tense narration. Kept waiting for it
to begin.

BELANEPELNIESHHLHEME.

A somber yet hopeful portrait of redemption
through a harsh life.
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Ghost cat Anzu
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The rotoscope gives a nice, fresh texture of

mystery.The simultaneous sound recording is also
good.

TERERVLH BHOBRT 74
J—THY KEEETZADRRNDIAZT K,
A delightful and thrilling fantasy filled with

love and humor. The live action and anime
collaboration works really well.

Or2O—T DOFHet% RS E B 1Em,
MBI TREVWEARDIE ICEH,

Opens up new possibilities for rotoscoping. I loved
the very un-anime-like main character.

BAMICAERELEHIERNTLE
MEIXAT 1,

A surreal, folksy comedy with charming visuals
about spirits, loss, and life’s difficulties.
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The three Juries on stage along with the Festival Director, Shinichiro Inoue (left).

Masters and Apprentices Under One Roof at 0Opening Ceremony

The opening ceremony of the 3rd Niigata International Animation Film Festival was held at
Niigata Citizen Plaza on March 15th. There were about 300 guests including animation
industry professionals, Japanese and international media and anime fans.

Festival director Shinichiro Inoue gave a welcoming address praising the extraordinary high
quality of the competition works, urging the guests to see as many as possible. He was joined
on the stage by the Spanish producer and director Manuel Cristobal, the chair of
three-member jury who will judge the competition. He expressed his joy at being among so
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including “Look Back” director Kiyotaka Oshiyama and Yuki Hayashi, who was in charge of
music for “My Hero Academia: The Movie You’re Next.”
last day of the festival, March 20th.

After the opening ceremony there was a screening of Mamoru Oshii’s work ‘Innocence.’
Director Oshii chaired the jury at the first NIAFF. In his video greeting played before the
screening, Oshii remarked passionately that when making Innocence he thought that the
theme would be around for 10 or 20 years, but that since then he has come to realise that

The awards will be presented on the
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many masters and pupils, all joined by their love of animation.

This was followed by the announcement the Okawa Hiroshi and Fukiya Kohji Awards.

These awards recognise outstanding contributions to animation by organizations and
individuals. Both are named after two Niigata natives whose life’s work had a defining impact
on the Japanese animation industry. The recipient of the Okawa Hiroshi Award is Shin-Ei

Animation (Tokyo). The Fukiya Kohji Award goes to three members of the production team,
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innocence is a theme that never gets old.

Following that, Production IG Chairman Mitsuhisa Ishikawa, who produced the "Ghost in the
said Ishikawa, “he
told me that he’s still got something left for Innocence, and that he wants to do No. 37,

Shell" series by Oshii, took the stage. “When I saw Oshii two days ago”,

rapt expectation in the crowd.
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Ingredients for bread, with a focus on
those produced in Niigata Prefecture.
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in the front are also popular.

Out of a desire to create wonderful encounters with bread, the store is named
"Rencontre," which means "encounter" in French. Although the store space is not
large, there can be around 50 types of bread, including savory ones, at peak times.
The store is particular about using local ingredients, such as bread made from Niigata
Prefecture wheat and savory bread with Murakami beef cooked in red wine (¥560).
The store’s recommendation is the curry bread (¥230), a delicacy with the crunchy
texture of fukujinzuke pickles. Bread prices start at ¥90.

FBHHRRRNAFH2TH1-2 E)VR—F 7L A X BPwalk 1F E3E 025-240-4690
EEERFR] 11:00~20:00, KBEER
Niigata City, Chuo Ward, Yachiyo 2-1-2, Billboard Place BPwalk 1F

Tel: 025-240-4690
Business hours: 11:00AM-8:00PM / Closed on Tuesdays
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The venue for the opening event and "Innocence" was packed with a large audience.
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(@ Education and training; giving wings to fly
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14th was graduation day for the first students of the Faculty of
rofessional University, which opened in 2
is also holm to t Japan Animation and Manqa College (JAM), which has
been training artists for more than 20 . Niigata Uni / established
the Animation and Archive Research Center in 2016, providing both
academic and practical education. With these three fine centres of
creativity and learning, animation has a strong institutional base in Niigata.
Festival Committee chairman 20 Honl\oshl has identified e ucalion
and training as one of th s of the Festival. “That’s why
the animation camp, invitin ung people from home and abroad to studw
and learn together, and to interact.” The city of Niigata and the Niigata
Intem'mmnl Animation Film Festival are set to become the cradle of
anime creators.

nimation
Niigata
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