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Expanding expression in live-action synchro: interview with Ghost Cat Anzu
directors Yoko Kuno and Nobuhiro Yamashita. This Franco-Japanese joint
production Grand Prix contender makes extensive use of rotoscope to animate from
hand-drawn images. We spoke to directors Yoko Kuno (animation) and Nobuhiro
Yamashita (live action) about their experiences with the work.

DN(Daily News): What were your feelings when you heard the film was selected as
a competition entry?

Kuno: As I had already mentioned at the festival that I was working on a
Franco-Japanese co-production, I was very pleased to see the finished work.

DN: I see that Disney are also using rotoscope in animations.

Kuno: Yes. The interactions between the characters, and their human-ness; you can
bring these as they are into the anime.

Yamashita: There are still limits to live-action, but you can extend the range of
expression in animation. I was able to express my intentions directly.

DN: Did you record the sound at the same time?.

Kuno: That depended on the actor and the voice, and this gives it a mysterious
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sense as an anime. By synchronizing with the action helps to expand the range of
emotion.

DN: I see that Mirai Moriyama, the actor and dancer, has a role in the film.

Yamashita: Yes, Moriyama has tremendous physical skill, so I couldn’t think of
anyone else with the kind of agility that cats have to climb trees and scratch behind
their ears with their paws. We didn’t have to cut the action at any point; we could use
everything.

DN: How did it work as a Franco-Japanese co-production?

Kuno: The French studio was in charge of the background art. This brought a fresh,
European touch of yellow to the summer scene, which Japanese tend to express in
shades of blue.

DN: And your message to the audience?

Kuno: I hope you can see the appeal of the characters.
Yamashita: Definitely, I want you to feel something when you see this film. Watch
it with an open mind, and I hope it will make you smile.
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The 3rd Niigata International Animation Film Festival Daily News
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Ghost cat Anzu
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When 11-year old Karin asks Anzu the Ghost Cat to

help her meet her dead mother, their adventures are
about to begin.

M16H 10:00~11:34 FBHR TS
(D 16th 10:00 AM ~ 11:34 AM at Niigata Citizen Plaza

@19H 18:00~19:34 $EHR TS5
(2 19th 6:00 PM ~ 7:34 PM at Niigata Citizen Plaza
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NIAFF Opens today
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The 3rd Niigata International Animation Film
Festival opens on Saturday March 15 in central
Niigata, and will run until March 20. A variety of
screenings and events will be held at four venues:
Niigata Citizen’s Plaza, Niigata Nippo Media Ship,
Cinema T-Joy and Cine Wind. This year 69 films
have been entered in the feature-length competition
category, a steady increase on the previous two
festivals. Of these, 12 have been nominated for an
award. The festival program includes screenings of
domestic and overseas films, talks and forums on
the future of anime, special features to explore the
charm of Chinese and Taiwanese works, and a
retrospective on the director Kon Satoshi. Niigata is
becoming the capital of the animation world, and the
hundreds of creators and fans who have gathered for
the Festival are in for six days of surprise and
excitement.
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Opening Film
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Director:Mamoru Oshii
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3:00 PM-5:50 PM at Niigata Citizen Plaza
(Screening after the opening event & talk)
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Batou, a cyborg with only his brain and memories of a
woman named Motoko remaining, exists in a time when the
line between humans and machines is blurred. In this era,

people have forgotten their humanity, but one man, a lonely
soul known as the ghost, strives to reclaim his humanity.
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Executive Committee Deputy Chairman of
NIAFF Tao Nashimoto
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The NIIGATA SKY BAR is the official hospitality centre for professionals and fans
during the festival. It’s in the ‘Sora no Hiroba’, which translates as ‘Market in the
Sky’, on the 20th Floor of the Niigata Mediaship, where many of the festival talks are
held. From a height of 100 metres, watch dusk and nightfall over the city and the Sea of
Japan while you reflect on or talk about the animations; or sample the bar’s ‘taste and
compare’ set of three types of local sake for ¥800. Local specialities such as deep-fried
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NIAFF 2025 has been made possible thanks to the enthusiastic support of the the animation industry and the people of Niigata, as
well as the tireless efforts of management and staff of the festival organisation; and our heartfelt thanks goes out to each and every
one of them. Feature-length films have become a distinguishing feature of NIAFF, and the festival competition is a showcase of
great new talent from around the world. Several of the nominees at last year’s NIAFF secured distribution in Japan, reaching new
audiences and contributing to the revitalization of the industry. This year there are 69 entries, an increase of 20 over last year,
evidencing the growing importance and visibility of NIAFF for animation artists around the world. Producing feature-length
animation requires time and money, but we believe that NIAFF has a part to play in supporting young artists in overcoming these
challenges, and in helping to bring new talents to the world. Over the next six days, Niigata will be the nexus that connects
animation culture to the world, and I hope that we will have lively and joyful conversations on the future of animation.
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A taste of Niigata, convivial conversation and the heritage of Japan’s nighttime view.

tofu, tarekatsu and edamame (boiled, salted soy bean) and other snacks and light
meals are available, and are good companions for beer and wine (from ¥700).
Niigata NIIGATA SKY BAR is open every day (except March 17) from 12.00 until
21.00. What’s more, if you present a copy of this newspaper, you’ll get ¥100 off
your bill (limited to one per person per day).

NIAFTL Yummy

(Recommended Food and shop)
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Exquisite thin noodles
with a smooth texture in a clear soy sauce soup
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A new ramen restaurant entered the fierce ramen battleground of Niigata City last
November. The owner, Mr. Saito, aims to be "the best ramen shop in Japan." True to
his word, the thin noodles made from the Hokkaido blend wheat "Tsumugi" are
smooth and firm, perfectly complementing the clear broth based on Nagoya Cochin.
The ingredients are also carefully selected domestic products. The menu features two
types of ramen: the "Light Soy Sauce Ramen" (940yen) and the "Ginger Soy Sauce
Ramen" (900yen), one of Niigata's five major ramen. Instead of a large portion, you
can enhance your satisfaction with Kaedama(extra noodles) (90yen).

AT HRRX L ETE7 EET951-5
EE5E 11:00~14:00 (HF2IZ15:00%T). 17:00~20:00 KEEIZBDH) /FEK
Address: 951-5 Furumachi-dori 7-bancho, Chuo-ku, Niigata Cit;
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Hours: 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM (until 3:00 PM on Sundays), 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (lunch only on
Wednesdays) / Irregular holidays
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Cosplayers on parade at last year’s Gatafes.
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Hundreds of cosplayers converge on
Furumachi for Gatafes today and tomorrow.

The Gatafes (short for Niigata Animation Festival), a joint celebration of the anime
and manga subcultures,will again be held this year on March 15 and 16. The cosplay
parade will be held on March 16, starting at 1:00 pm setting off from Furumachi-dori
7-cho to Furumachi-dori 5-cho. What’s new this year is a cosplay judging session to
be held at the end of the route in Furumachi 5-cho, which is expected to attract several
hundred people. Other activities are planned, including music performances and try-it
sessions on games not yet released. Come and experience the spectrum of movies and
animation together. Further information is available on the Gatafes web (Japanese
only).
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Why Niigata?
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At the "NIIGATA ¢ AR" on the 20th floor of Niigata Nippo Medias
showing this paper will get you a ¥100 discount off your bill (limited to once per person per di\ ).
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