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Curtain closes on intensive six-day Festival.

The 2nd Niigata International Animation Film Festival comes to a close after six days on
March 20, and with it, the "Animation Camp” will fold for another year. The Animation Camp
made use of the Festival as an opportunity to gather diverse works and talents from around the
world, and create a venue for nurturing young talent. Over an intense six days, forty young
directors, staff members, and students from Asia viewed films and attended lectures by
famous directors. Travel and accommodation expenses were paid by the Festival. This year’s
camp attracted more than 700 applicants from 10 countries.

On the 19th, a "Creative Meeting" was held at the festival's base in Niigata City, "Yui Port". A
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Niigata Animation Camp trains Asia's next generation : changing the world view.

total of six directors and producers from the Competition section took part in a round-table
discussion. When asked where he came up with the inspiration for his film "The Other Shape,"
director Diego Felipe Guzman replied: "I get inspiration for my stories from things around
me”, which had all the participants nodding their heads in agreement. Shinnosuke Noda, 21, a
university student from Kanagawa Prefecture, said, "My view of the world has changed after
being exposed to so many foreign films. I think it will be useful in the future. Koh Heejeong,
26, who works at an animation studio in South Korea, said, "This is a wonderful program. It is
a very valuable opportunity for me to expand my network.

ggﬁ Awards to be announced March 20
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The Grand Prix and other prizes in the Competition
section will be announced on March 20, the final
day of the 2nd Niigata International Animation
Film Festival. An award ceremony will also be
held to present the Okawa Hiroshi Award to one
production studio and the three creators of the
Fukiya Kohji Award, which were announced on
the first day of the festival.

In addition to the Grand Prix, distinction awards
such as the Kabuku Award and the Kyokai Award
were established at the first festival, held last year.
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We are proud to present three of
the films that will be screened today.
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POMPO:THE CINEPHILE
B Japan, 2021
BE TREZ
Director : Takayuki HIRAO
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14:05~15:40 Niigata Citizen Plaza
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Gene, a production assistant to the talented film
producer Pompo, has made some highly acclaimed

commercials. Now Pompo is asking Gene to direct
her next work!
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Anne of Green Gables
B#Japan,2010
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Director : Isao Takahata
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"Anne of Green Gables" by L. M. Montgomery was published in 1908 The

Japanese TV animation which aired in 1979 was a faithful visualisation of

the original. This work is a movie version supervised and re-edited by
director Isao Takahata, from episodes 1 - 6 of the 50-episode TV series.

© NIPPON ANIMATION CO,, LTD."Anne of Green Gables” ™AGGLA

It will be interesting to see whether these awards
will be continued this year, or whether a
completely different award will be created.
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Three members of the jury at the jury meeting in the competition category (March 19,12.30pm, The Hotel ItaliaKen).
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Niigata is the stage for a new original animation: Local legend inspires new story.
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Little Norse Prince Valiant
B Japan, 1968
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Director:Isao Takahata

Konyoshi, the production studio which produced the CG for the movie
Sylvanian Families : A Gift from Freya”, made a surprise announcement [
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during the talk that followed yesterday’s World Currents section. Niigata
will be the setting for a new animation in the series. (Photo).
The new film is tentatively titled “LEGEND of REKKA”. The story is
inspired by flame-shaped earthenware from the Jomon period, excavated in
s the local area. It is believed that the relics represent a giant deity of the
period. Konyoshi’s head office is in Tokamachi City, where the
HiRD
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Horus, who lives with his father near the sea, has received the
sword known as the Sword of the Sun. After he loses his father,
he follows his father’s instruction and sets sail for a village in the
north. On the way, the demon Grunwald

invites Horus to become his brother. When
Horus refuses, he is thrown off a cliff.
https://niigata-iaff.net/

earthenware was found.

The three guest speakers will work on the new production. Ichiro Itano
('Mobile Suit Gundam' original artwork) will be the original storyteller,
Kazuya Konaka ('Sylvania...") will be the general director and Naoki Ao
("Expelled from Paradise' CG director) will direct the work.
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national Film Festival Daily Paper. For award results, please see
val website.
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Star Chart of
Competition Entries
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The Other Shape
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Former director of the Tokyo International Film Festival

Yoshi Yatabe
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Set in a different world, this overwhelmingly

original story is filled with metaphors for modern
society.
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R, TEMEH5—5 CRERES,
Peculiar visuals. The dull colors give a sense of

being shut in. There is a certain universality, and
also a sense of déja vu.
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Unique way to consider social conformity, and all
the more impressive for having no dialogue.
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A ludicrous vision of the future without dialogue but with
an impressive soundtrack, the film reflects the danger of
indoctrination with extreme visual consistency.
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The Inventor
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TEUHEDIN, FELERANHELDS,
An entertaining and factually accurate portrait of

Da Vinci in the autumn of his years, that can be
enjoyed by both children and adults.
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T ZADKR . B EBIEATEDICS DBRE,
A delightful mix of full puppet animation and light

drawings. A historical drama, but certainly a film
of the present.
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Spends a lot of time telling, but now showing, how

great Leonardo da Vinci was. Nice animation,
though.
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While the film successfully depicts the last years of its hero da

Vinci in stop-motion and hand-drawn animation, it remains
somewhat conventional in its approach and storytelling.
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A boy and a girl caught between two worlds; their
interacting emotions are exquisite, bringing a sense
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The setting reflects the mood of the times, and there is
a glimmer of hope. The film has all the hallmarks of a
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Technically impressive, but the writing/acting is
pretty ripe.
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Love among the not so living in a town that may

of dynamism to the entire film.

Mari Okada work, so it may not appeal to everyone.

exist only in fantasy. Fascinating animation, but
rather crude story.
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Director Joél Vaudreuil talks about his passion for making films
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Sensitive teenagers in growth and change:

Director Joél Vaudreuil is known as a producer of music videos and animated shorts.
“When Adam Changes”, which depicts an ultra-sensitive teenage boy, is his first

feature-length animation. We asked him about his thoughts and the reaction. he

-How does it feel to be nominated in Competition?
It is a great honor. There is not much animation in Canada, so I am very happy to be
nominated for a film festival in Japan, where animation is very popular.

-What can you say about your main character — a teenage boy.
Teenagers face a lot of difficulties, and it’s a real struggle to overcome them. That’s
what I wanted to portray that through Adam.

- I really felt for Adam with his mean roommate and his crush on the girl who didn’t
share his feelings.

I guess a lot of people have had a similar experience to Adam. I felt the same way
myself, and I made a story out of what I felt.”
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Interview with Joél Vaudreuil, Director of "When Adam Changes"

-What do you want the audience to feel?
T hope you can feel that Adam is growing and developing in the face of the difficulties
faces in his daily life. I also hope you can feel Adam's joys and sorrows. The family

ties are another highlight of the film."

-This was your first time feature-length animated film; what are your thoughts about

that now?.

A short animation is like a sketch, whereas a feature-length animation allows me to see
the characters change over a long period of time, and to show all the details. It was a
wonderful experience."

-What does animation mean to you?

Animation brings together everything I love: character creation, scenario development,
music creation, and directing and so on. It's the perfect medium.
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A lucky Niigata 'Triangular Daruma’
as a memento of your trip.

E IllAﬁgrE Ishiyama Doll Store

(_
¥
i

M*&ﬁ@ﬁﬁ&lﬂ%
A

Fa B FHES A
| St SRS

Sh kNG HFANITE A

SRR R >
SHBIAEFISICTH,

ZAEBE (A ZX900M~)

Triangular Daruma (small size, from 900 yen)
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Established some 60 years ago, the company deals in souvenirs, folk crafts and local toys from all
over the country. One of Niigata's most popular souvenirs is the conical 'Triangular Daruma' doll,
which is rare throughout the country. It is said to have been popular in Niigata for about 200 years.
The bottom part of the doll is heavy, and it is a good-luck charm that rises quickly even if it is
tilted. Sold as a set for a couple, it is said to be a wish for 'family happiness'. Other items in the
shop include magnets of Niigata specialities such as Toki, ukiyoe coasters, kokeshi dolls and sake
cups, which are popular with foreign tourists.
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BEE 025-229-2964 H¥ERI[H~%£17:00~18:30, [£]8:00~18:00,/ HEEE
6-1142 Honchodori, Chuo-ku, Niigata City,

Tel: 025-229-2964 Opening hours [Mon-Fri] 7:00-18:30, [Sat] 8:00-18:00 / Closed Sundays.
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When Adam changes

$H7+4 Canada, 2023
BEE:Yan-Jr—Foq1
Director: Joél Vaudreuil
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Adam is a 15-year-old teenager who has the strange peculiarity of having a body that
changes, in based on the mockery and negative comments he receives from those

around him. The accumulation of its physical changes, only adds a layer of complexity
to those already present in his life.

20H 11:45~13:20 FBHE7>Y 20th 11:45~13:20 Niigata Citizen Plaza
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Around 50 original T-shirts
overflowing with love for Niigata!
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Signal Toki T-shirt, 4,400 yen. IC A EFWYEEIVL TRWOVFEIF

On the first and second floors of a quaint 90-year-old building that was once a liquor store, you will
find unique and cute items such as clothing, sundries and confectionery. Original T-shirts featuring
motifs associated with Niigata, such as Toki (Japanese Crested ibis), rice balls, edamame (green
soybeans) and tulips, are particularly popular. The photo shows the Signal Toki T-shirt (4,400 yen),
which depicts a Toki on a horizontal pedestrian traffic light. Ukihoshi, a simple sweet made by pouring
sugar syrup over arare, has been loved in Niigata for more than 120 years. With a shelf life of 10
months, it makes an ideal souvenir.

R RX & ATE3EET556 BiE025-228-5739
EERHEIA~£.8]11:00~17:00,[1] 11:00~18:00 BEEK*RADHEEAH
556, Furumachidori 3-bancho, Chuo-ku, Niigata City Tel: 025-228-5739

Opening hours [Tue to Fri, Sun] 11:00-17:00, [Sat] 11:00-18:00 / closed Mon.

*Next day if a public holiday.
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