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BRI IS T B KD | ETMOREE I DF v S0 72— %355 KEEERESTV1—F/\M5-IFFEVEEE  Dircctor Veerapatra Jinanavin smiles with the characters of the Water Spirit and Blood Spirit in the film.
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Epic SF from Thailand: the latest CG brings a new perspeclive to an ancient adventure
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Mantra Warrior:
The Legend of the Eight Moons

24 /Thailand 2023
BB I —3I\F-IFFEY
Director: Veerapatra Jinanavin
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Every 500 years, a woman with the divine power is born.

She holds the power to create or destroy all things. King Todsakan seeks this arcane
power, risking the fate of the universe.

As the 8 moons of Vanara align, legendary warriors will emerge to guard this power
from falling into the wrong hands.
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WVarrior: The Legend of the Eight Moons

Underscoring NIAFF’s Asian focus, a Thai film was entered in the
competition section. The Mantra Warrior - Legend of the Eight
Moons makes full use of the latest computer graphics. The director,
Veerapatra Jinanavin, started her animation career in the USA.
After returning to Thailand, she established RiFF Studio and
became CEO, and set about developing the local animation
industry. It took 10 years of fundraising and production to create the
feature-length epic.

-Where did you get the idea for the story?

The inspiration for the story comes from the Ramayana, a long epic
poem from ancient India. It is the story of the adventures of Prince
Rama, widely known not only in Thailand but also in South-East
Asia. The most popular character is Hanuman, a heroic monkey
warrior. The two main warrior characters come that."
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“Storytelling is the essence™ Nora Twomey tells her audience.

In her lecture on March 18. Irish-born director Nora
Twomey (photo), who chairs the panel of judges for
the Competition, stressed the importance of
storytelling in film-making. Regardless of whether a
director is making a short story or a feature-length
film, it is vital to have a clear vision in order t

a world that the audience wants to enter. in addition
to a solid screenplay and script, "It is essential to
communicate continuously with the staff and to make
sure that they continue to share the director’s vision,”
she told the audience.

Director: Veerapatra Jinanavin

-The influence of Japanese animation and comics can be felt.

'Thai children grow up watching Japanese animation. Hayao
Miyazaki's Spirited Away is my favourite film. This film references
Akira Toriyama's Dragon Ball, especially in the action scenes."

-This is an introductory chapter of the story; how many more
episodes are you planning to make?

We haven’t decided yet, A 30-minute pilot version of the sequel has
been made at this stage, and we are negotiating with various parties
to explore the possibility of distributing it.

-What is your message to the audience?
'Watch out for the climax, where the main characters are put
through a huge ordeal. I want to leave them screaming for more."

Welcome party enjoy Niigata's hospitality
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A reception party was held on the evening of the 18th March, the fourth
day of the festival, on the 20th floor of the Niigata Nippo Mediaship. It
was a lively gathering of approximately 200 people, including
competition directors, jury members, film industry professionals and
visitors from near and far.

Toshizo Oda, Deputy Organising Committee Chairman of the Festival
(The Niigata Nippo executive adviser), said: "Over the past few days, we
have gathered here in Niigata a tremendous talent from around the world.
I believe that Niigata will become a hotspot in the world of animation in
the future". The tables were lined with local delicacy vegetable stew
'noppe’, rice balls made from Niigata rice and a vegetarian menu using
vegetables from Niigata. Participants were also offered a taste of Niigata’s
hospitality in its locally-produced sake and wine.
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We are proud to present three of
the films that will be screened today.

=9I TAFUF
Knit's Island
735> 2A /France, 2023
BB IFILWEL FVL DR AR LIVITIVY
Director :Quentin L'helgoualc'h, Ekiem Barbier, Guilhem Causse
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DayZ is a "survival online game". The film crew
conducted long interviews with various users through

the game's virtual space. Is this a new animation film
or something else entirely?
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Summer Ghost

B Japan, 2021
B5%E :loundraw Director:loundraw
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This is the first film directed by loundraw, an
upcoming illustrator who enjoys great support from
the younger generation.
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Sylvanian Families The Movie A gift from Freya
(Talk available |

H#&_“Japan, 2023
BEB L/\FRANEE Director:Kazuya Konaka
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Sylvanian Families The Movie: A gift from Freya

In Tokamachi city, Niigata prefecture in 2022, production

started on an animation of some of the world’s favorite
characters.
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Former director of the Tokyo International Film Festival

Yoshi Yatabe
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film and animation critic

Yoko GOMI
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Star Chart of
Competition Entries
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Sultana's Dream
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Combining an extremely important subject with a

beautiful style, this is a work to treasure for a
lifetime.
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A woman’s journey in search of Utopia. Tranquil

and intelligent, with an atmosphere expressed
through the cutout style and translucent images.
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A highly original movie, with characters
appearing like wallpaper stuck on their
background surroundings, and disquieting music.
A film of the world as experienced by the young.
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Luscious, dreamy film with a hint of menace.
Striking use of color.
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Sheer beauty. A feminist utopia depicted in
mulltiple captivating and intriguing animation
styles.
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When Adam changes
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The offbeat sense is superb, the bad-ass drawings

are great, and it's a shout-out to everyone who
lives a dull day.

Kk ok

REBRBKELBEVD . EEORET SN
SLEESNTVS BT HHULILY,

Aesthetically hard to stomach, but captures the
awkwardness of high school painfully well.
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A teenager’s insecurity taken literally. The

cartoonish images reveal a great sensitivity of
tenderness.
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Four Souls of Coyote
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“We used traditional shadow puppet techniques to transport women to a world of dreams.”
Interview with Diego Herguera, producer of "Sultana's Dream" 5

- In the rainfall scenes, the sound of the rain in India is very impressive.
All the sounds used in the film were recorded when we were in India; including the rain and the
echoes in the museum.”

ERNDBVPIEVWEESTAT1——D7/Id-TIVFS5EA

Producer Diego Herguera talks about their work and their hopes for it.
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Sultana's Dream

The feature animation "Sultana's Dream" is directed by Isabel Herguera, a Spanish director who has
created a number of animated short films. It depicts a Spanish woman who pursues a world where
women can live in peace. We interviewed the producer Diego Herguera about the film and the
message it conveys.

ANA~> /Spain, 2023
BB ATNIW-TIVSS
Director: Isabel Herguera
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Ines, a Spanish painter living in India, happened to come across the science fiction
novel "Sultana's Dream" written by Rokeya Hossain in 1905. It depicted a utopia, a
ladyland, where women ruled the country and men were hermits and in charge of

household chores. Ines is fascinated by the story and sets out on a journey to find a
place where women can live in peace.

EBRIEILRT  Screenings are over
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-How does it feel to be nominated for the Competition section?
It is a great honor. It is a dream come true to be here in Japan, which has a long history of
animation. I am looking forward to seeing the audience's reaction.

-The film depicts a time of intense sexual discrimination against women.
And women continue to suffer from discrimination and oppression due to war, politics, and
religion. It is a sad thing. This film is also critical of that situation.

-Why did you choose a theme which addresses feminine and gender issues?
I came across the science fiction novel "Sultana's Dream" and was intrigued by the world in which
the positions of women and men are reversed.

-What do you want viewers to feel when they watch the film?
I hope audiences will experience what the main character learned, and at the same time enjoy the
beauty of the pictures.

-The cutout-style animation is very fresh and beautiful.
We thought that the traditional Bangladeshi shadow puppet techniques would be the perfect
vehicle to express a story that is over 100 years old, and expresses the world of one woman's dream.

-What is your message to Japanese anime fans?
We made this film because we believe it will lead to the betterment of the world. We hope the
audience will be encouraged by the film.
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S[INEG:ESH é_’@ -@% FEREAT ATV Rice balls it shiso seeds (160 yen) FSBEY-ALOC_ L ~DD Rice ball with two giéldshql'ir‘i(grcdlcnls, H AEEA2TEAT A bl
T salmon en pork miso soup, and dashimaki egg
HERERAE N3 . |7,r~/ K ® Eﬁn{:ﬂ_“; fedia Shi Onigiri and oban-yaki shop with a history of over 50years. The perfect accompaniment to the The catchphrase is "Enjoy the delicious onigiri(rice balls) with ton jiru(pork miso soup)." It opened in
= Cine WIND tigata Nippo P fluffy rice made from Koshihikari rice produced in Iwafune, Niigata: salmon (190 yen), cod roe April 2023.The menu uses rice, ingredients, miso, and salt produced in Niigata Prefecture. You will be
B % ) (200 yen), sujiko (210 yen), pickled plum (160 yen), okaka (160 yen), miso pickles (170 yen), kobu able to enjoy the "total power of Niigata".
# /751‘%:/‘7'4 ﬁﬁ*$ (160 yen) and shiso nuts (160 yen), which are rarely found at other shops. Many fans are repeat Onigiri are made to order and hand-rolled. It’s soft and fluffy, yet perfectly balanced so that they do not
x ERﬁ# VI customers. The Oobanyaki with chestnuts (160 yen) is also recommended for dessert. All can be lose their shape.And they are huge!
L £ v taken away in quantities of one. Payment by cash only. You can choose two different combinations of ingredients from a list of thirteen. The most popular is
?t = gw"\t the combination of egg yolk and minced pork (400 yen). The yolk takes three days to make. Other
i ¥gg£;;;i};‘il‘z’e“ity specialties include the pork miso soup (350 yen), which is filled with a variety of ingredients, and the
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5% 025-241-3835 E¥B5[A~A]7:30~18:00 /R EK

Bus center building IF, 1-6-1 Bandai, Chuo-ku, Niigata City
Tel: 025-241-3835 Opening hours [Mon-Sun] 7:30-18:00/open irregularly.

AR I H EBI8%IAF+  Price includes 8% consumption tax
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dashimaki egg (Japanese omelette) (300 yen).

B RE HELB4EE]632 EaE 025-378-8850 EEHERI11:00~21:00, 5 17KEEEE MK
632 Furumachidori 4-bancho, Chuo-ku, Niigata City
Tel: 025-378-8850 Open 11:00 - 21:00 / Closed on the st Wednesday of the month

AR IEHEBI10%3A3+  Price includes 10% consumption tax
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