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Isao Takahata's wife, Kayoko, and eldest son, Kosuke, greet the audience before the screening of Gauche the Cellist.
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Isao Takahata, film director

All of Isao Takahata’s feature-length animated films shown.
Director's family attend screening of his treasured works

The Retrospective section of the 2nd Niigata International Animation Festival focused on master director
Isao Takahata (1935-2018). This ambitious project screened all of the feature-length animation director's

works. On the third day of the festival, 17 March, Takahata's family gave a stage address.

NIAFF organised the Takahata Retrospective to showcase his life and work as the quintessence of
Japanese animation and its worldwide influence. To realise the retrospective, the organizers had to

negotiate separately with a number of distributors.
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Before the screening of Gauche the Cellist on 17 March, Takahata's wife, Kayoko (83), and eldest son,
Kosuke (56), addressed the audience. "Gauche was his favourite film and, because he loved music, it's the
one we really enjoyed watching as a family", said Kayoko. Kosuke remarked that, “When I watch my
father’s films again as an adult, there are still so many interesting things to discover. Gauche is a treasure”
he commented as he thanked the production staff who accompanied them.
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Special screenings and lectures:Animation and Documentary : exploring the possibilities.
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The festival also explored the expanded possibilities of
what happens when animation and documentary are
combined. Three films were screened on subjects that
would be impossible to show in live-action. In his lecture
in March 17, Christoph Terhechte (photo) of the Leipzig
Documentary Film Festival remarked that animating
documentaries “has great potential to stimulate the

imagination and connect to the human soul.”

“While the hybrid of animation and documentary allows
us to express images and metaphors more clearly than
ever before, there is a danger in too easily replacing live
action with animation”, he commented. “We should think
very carefully about whether it is really necessary”, he

cautioned.
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As part of the Gatafest (Niigata Anime & Manga Festival), a
parade of cosplayers swept through the Furumachi shopping
arcade on 17 March (photo).

Cosplayers dressed as popular anime and manga characters
paraded through the streets. Children in the crowd were
delighted to find their favourite characters, and shoppers
stopped to take photos of popular characters from the Dragon
Ball manga series.
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We are proud to present three of
the films that will be screened today.
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Four Souls of Coyote
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Set in the present day, the crew of an oil pipeline project
that runs through Native American ancestral lands

encounter opposition. An epic adventure based on
Native American creation myths.
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Trend of the World

PIGSY
(LB B b —35Y)

(After the screening, director's talk available)
&%/ Taiwan 2023
BSE A +F 7 Director:Li-Wei CHIU
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In the distant future, technology and humans have

merged. Pigsy, a lazy and egocentric character, sets out
on a journey to better his life
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The Breadwinner
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Kabul, Afghanistan, after the terrorist attacks in the

U.S. eleven-year-old Pavana's life changes forever when
her father is captured by the Taliban.

©2017 Breadwinner Canada Inc./
Cartoon Saloon (Breadwinner) Limited /
Melusine Productions S.A.
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Star Chart of
Competition Entries
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Former director of the Tokyo International Film Festival

Yoshi Yatabe
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Bizarre Fish from the Abyssal Zone
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A work of astonishing, completely unbound

imagination, with powerful rhythms that make you
want to dance.
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Will understand the meaning of the title, so
maintain their energy and stamina till then.
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The first film I’ve seen featuring the line “my
butt is a gorilla.” Funny, touching, surreal.
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Bizarre indeed. A surrealistic journey involving

ever transforming shapes animated in a minimalist,
sometimes naive style.
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Mars Express
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A large-scale SF movie with the excitement of a
hard-boiled novel.
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Sophisticated colors and a chilly near-future feel.
Recommended for fans of realistic images.
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Obvious anime influence, but doesn’t feel like a
rehash. Better than many recent Japanese productions.
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Engaging dystopic science fiction. A hyperrealistic
vision of a future that slips from mankind’s control.
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Mantra Warrior: The Legend of the Eight Moons
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This traditional battle sci-fi blended with Thai
mythology shows the potential of Asian animation.
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A combined mythological and SF-type ambience.

The characters and their personalities are likeable;
this will have broad appeal.
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A well-made sci-fi film I bet teenage boys will
love. Non-stop action gets a bit tiring.
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Video game aesthetic meets Thai myths. Too much
of everything, so that it gets repetitive at some point.
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“Even faced with death,
we think about living”
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Interview with Fred Guillaume, Director of "On the Bridge.’
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"My brother Sam is mainly in charge of technology,

and I am mainly in charge of art and visuals, but we write the script together, says director Fred Guillaume.

F2 Ty

. On the Bridge
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Switzerland/France 2022
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Director: Sam and Fred Guillaume 2
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A group of passengers on a train, on a bridge connecting heaven and earth. Some
wonder why there are there; some talk about their hopes and fears, and others their
earthly memories.
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On the Bridge is a film by twin brothers, Sam and Fred Guillaume, based on a two-year
project with patients in hospitals and hospices beginning in 2019. They showed drawings and
photographs of objects and animals and let them talk freely.

-What is your production process?

"I identified all the words in the recordings, then repeated the editing process, developing
them into a story and creating a drama using only the voices. The picture creation was done
after that."
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-What inspired you to make a film about actual people?

When I made a film using a similar technique in the past, I realized the power of the voice.
For this film, I wanted to use "life" as a theme, so I interviewed people who were close to
death.

-There are also elements of documentary in the film.

'T completed the film with the intention of valuing 'emotion' above all else, rather than
whether the story is true or not.”

-The outlines of the characters not distinct, but rather blend in with the background. Why is
that?

I wanted to express in a magical way how people, nature, and things have the same weight in

-What is the message you want to convey to the audience?
'Even when people are sick or when death is imminent, they are still thinking about 'living'.
Life and death are connected like a circle. I would be happy if people see that life is worth

this life. living, no matter who you are.” 19th 17:20~18:10 DAISHI HOKUETSU HALL
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/% %\’% ﬁﬁﬂiﬁx;ﬁr?y‘yj’ Miso ramen, (780 yen) A 5 N = D Yakiago Ramen, Salt Flavor (900 yen) Z o 2 N 2 < Y F=R R FlRN
MEERARE N ® Eiﬁnl-:li_“’Medm Shij A ramen restaurant with a long queue that opened in 2017. The most popular dish, Miso Ramen The restaurant has preserved the taste of the famous restaurant.The "Yakiago Ramen, Salt Flavor"
e tigata Nippo P (780 yen), uses two types of miso from Niigata and Hokkaido. Only this menu item comes with a (900 yen), which is made with dried ago(flying fish) broth, is a firm favorite. The rich aroma of
2] ‘% ® V7« free butter topping if requested at the time of ordering. Coffee from the owner's family-owned grilled dried ago whets the appetite, and the umami of the broth fills the mouth as you sip the soup.
# DXL UR *ﬁﬁ*$ coffee shop, Chamonix, is added to the sauce used to cook the chashu pork to enhance its flavour. The slightly frizzled thin noodles have a smooth texture. The pork chashu is melt-in-your-mouth
x ~ ) atd ER%# VI Enjoy every last drop of the delicious soup by combining ramen with half a bowl of rice (100 yen) tender. The restaurant also focuses on izakaya-style snacks, and the japanese omelet (350 yen)
L Cine WIND £ v or a small bowl of meat miso (100 yen). prepared by the owner's father, who used to be a sushi chef, is not to be missed. The restaurant is
% ggwé’\t X open until late at night, making it ideal for after-parties or dinner after-drinking.
TOKIMATE | #iS8ssRE £ )I|Aii7-1235-3 F3 090-7906-0425 FORTERREAETE O BAT14738

JF1X0 Bandai Exit

EERM[A~L]111:30~14:55 (R—THGLGEYRERT) BREEKRXTEKDY 5% 025-378-3983

B0 [A~7A]18:00~322:00 [#. 1]18:00~324:00,/ HEERE (K
1473 Furumachidori 9-bancho, Chuo-ku, Niigata City

Phone: 025-378-3983 Hours: [Monday-Thursday] 18:00-2:00 the next day [Friday, Saturday]
18:00-4:00 the next day / Closed on Sundays

A0 South Exit 7-1235-3 Kamiokawa-mae-dori, Chuo-ku, Niigata City
Tel: 090-7906-0425 Opening hours [Mon-Sat] 11:30-14:55 (closing when soup runs out) /
Closed on Sundays *unscheduled holidays.
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