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Director :
Shigeyoshi Tsukahara
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F—=TZV9TOSAVAB) 1D EBREIICBIEICDWTEERIRREREE  Dircctor Shigeyoshi Tsukahara discusses his own work before the screening of the opening film "KURAMERUK AGARI"
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Screening of

“KURAMERUKAGARI”

opens the festival

The opening screening, a world premiere of "KURAMERUKAGARI"
directed by Shigeyoshi Tsukahara”, started one hour and a half later
than scheduled due to a problem with the screen condition.

Greeted with hearty applause after the screening, the director, when
asked by the host for his impressions, replied that “words cannot
describe them.”

In conversation after the screening, Tsukahara explained that
compared to the deeper message of “KURAYUKABA”,
"KURAMERUKAGARI" was made as pure entertainment.

“I like to leave that lingering last scene to the imagination of the
viewer," explained the director, expressing his desire in his next works
to "dig deeper” in his speciality retro-future movie style. He concluded
by thanking his audience and wishing them an enjoyable festival.
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Screening begins

“I've discovered another Japan, filled with things I love™

interview with Shigeyoshi Tsukahara,

director ()i ‘KURAYUKABA.

Screenings in the competition section of the 2nd Niigata International Animation Film Festival begins on March
16th. This year’s festival has attracted 49 entries , more than twice the number at last year. Of these, 12 works
broke through the narrow gate and were entered in the competition section.We interviewed director Shigeyoshi
Tsukahara, whose Japanese work "KURAYUKABA" was entered in the competition, and whose spin-off
"KURAMERUKAGARI” was a feature of the opening screenings.

- "KURAYUKABA" won the Audience Award and Gold Award at last year's Fantasia International Film Festival (Canada). How was the
local reaction?

“I'was impressed that people responded to the funny part of the work and the fact that it got through to them properly. I was happy that
they applauded the character's actions as well.”

-The retro world view is very distinctive, but is it set in any specific?
“I would just say it's another Japan that has taken a fictional path.”

- You have consistently depicted scenes from the past throughout your works.

“That’s because I like it, and I get the pleasure of filling the screen with things I like. My original experience was the images in the Toho
special effects films of the Showa era. The mecha in the film are strongly influenced by Shigeru Komatsuzaki (artist and illustrator). T
used to watch them on rental video when I was a child. He tries to create a screen where the mecha makes the most of the metal’s
‘metalness.” I think this is also explains why I was fascinated with model trains and plastic modeling when I was in elementary and
junior high school.”

-You can also feel the commitment to music.
"I like Japanese-style jazz and Japanese-Western ensembles like Chindon-ya (musicians hired to for street performances where a shop is
opening.) [ also want you to feel that the rhythm of the characters’ speech.

-What is the relationship between "KURAYUKABA" and “KURAMERUKAGARI"?

"KURAYUKABA is the main work, and Kramerukagari is the introductory part, or rather, the content is rather simplified. Of course,
you can enjoy it from either point of view.”

-Both films will be released simultaneously in April. Do you have a message for people who are going to see the film?

I'made these film as a popcorn movie, to be enjoyed without any previous information, so I hope people will just stumble across them.

75 378y KURAYUKABA

H7Japan, 72023 B :iRIRE# Director:Shigeyoshi Tsukahara
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Shoutarou confronts the bizarre “group disappearance of a group of people" that is causing
public concern. There are no witnesses, and no messages, just some strange markings that
always appear in their footsteps....
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We are proud to present three of
the films that will be screened today.

Competition
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Maboroshi

B Japan, 2023
B REER
Director:Mari Okada

10:00~11:55 FEWLIEKZ DR —Ib
10:00~11:55 DAISHI HOKUETSU HALL

RE19H 14:40~16:35 FBHRTSY
NEXT 14:40~16:35 Niigata Citizen Plaza
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Ever since a bizarre factory explosion, 14-year-old
Masamune Kikuiri finds himself stuck in time
alongside the residents of his town. Until he
encounters a locked-up girl who might hold the key
to the truth behind their never-ending winter.
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The Inventor

774171/ United States 2023
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Director: Jim Capobianco/Pierre-Luc Granjon
12:25~14:00 FELLIEKZDHR—I
12:25~14:00 DAISHI HOKUETSU HALL

R[E19H 12:20~13:55 FEHRTSY
Next 19th 12:20~13:55 Niigata Citizen Plaza
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Leonardo da Vinci, a headstrong inventor with an
insatiable curiosity, embarks on an adventure with

the daring princess Marguerite. Leonardo discovers
the answer to the ultimate question.
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Kensuke's Kingdom
A4 F1Z/United Kingdom,2023
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Director:Neil Boyle/KIRK Hendry

14:40~16:10 $BHRTSY
14:40~16:10 Niigata Citizen Plaza

R[E18H 18:30~20:00 %71V F
Next 18th 18:30~20:00 Cine Wind
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English version without Japanese subtitles
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English version without Japanese subtitles
A young boy, Michael and his dog Stella are washed
up on a remote island. They find

the mysterious Japanese Kensuke, 1

who has been living secretly on the E E
island since World War II, but... H
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https://niigata-iaff.net/
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“INU-OH” and “Yuasa's World” open to cheering reception:
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Director Yuasa (center), gathering up the confetti with his fan-audience after the "INU-OH" screening,
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way, with cheering, clapping, whistling,
live-house style. "INU-OH" is an unusual
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"INU-OH" was given a pre-opening screening on the first day
of the festival. The audience enjoyed the film in their own  rhythm, so it’s fun to see everyone shouting and enjoying it
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working on the film I was standing and dancing to the

and rockingina  now”.
rock opera setin A special feature on director Yuasa's short films will be held

the Muromachi period (1336-1573). Some of the loyal fans  on the second day of the festival, March 16th, Five of his short
from outside the prefecture were seeing it for the fifth time,  films will be screened, including his early works and those
showing their lively support. Confetti danced around the  produced in the United States. Of these, "The Adventures of
theater, casting shadows on the screen, making the film and ~ Slyme: It's the Sea, Yes" is a very rare screening. "I have
the theater blend into one entity. Director Masaaki Yuasa,  never shown this film except at festivals and events, and I
watching from the back, commented : "When the film was  think it has been about 25 years since I last saw it. It’s an
released (in 2022), the new coronavirus epidemic was at its ~ opportunity for me to look back on my early days,” remarked
height, so people had to watch it quietly, But when I was Yuasa.
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opening ceremony at Nippo Hall.

ﬂ.’ ﬁ _é.—h ~ ﬁ@ % pyf Lj‘ TC o ﬁibfcgﬁéﬁfb/% by—Z—FA (E) 5§§_§3A Three members of the jury, including jury president Nora Twomey (left), on stage.

The opening ceremony of the 2nd Niigata International Animation Festival was held at the
Nippo Hall of the Niigata Nippo Mediaship in Chuo-ku, Niigata City on March 15,
attended by animation industry professionals, press and media from Japan and overseas
and the general public.

Festival Director Shinichiro Inoue, in his opening remarks, shared an episode about
visiting bookstores and movie theaters in Fukushima Prefecture when they reopened for
business during the recovery from the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake. Seeing the
smiles on people's faces, he realised again that "animation enriches people's hearts and
gives them hope.” Particularly now in light of the Noto Peninsula earthquake that occurred

in January this year, he made a spirited call to trust in animation again to bring hope.

Three members of the Feature Length Competition Jury, including Irish filmmaker Nora
Twomey, also took the stage. "Niigata is a fantastic place with warm-hearted people. I am
delighted to be able to share this wonderful experience with you all,” remarked Ms.
Twomey, the jury chair. The festival invites young filmmakers and students from Japan
and abroad to "Niigata Animation Camp," where they learn production techniques from
renowned animation directors. Animation camp participants were also introduced and
welcomed at the ceremony.
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FRERAE n : ‘Media Shi For two days only, on March 16 and 17, "Nishibori Rosa," an underground shopping
- ’4’ Niigata Nippo Ship mall in the Furumachi district, will be "jacked" for a food and drink event. This is the
el % ® AT+« third such event organized by young people in their 20s and 30s who love Furumachi.
# o oL 3 ) DIJs and voice actor talks will be held on stage, and seven popular Niigata City
= /* bl géigﬂl 4 restaurants will serve food and drinks. Let's get excited talking about anime and find
s CiAWILD R new people to meet in the standing drinking space. With cosplay events also taking
f ggwé'\t X place on both days, organizers expect "a chaotic atmosphere".Admission free.
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A South Exit Nishibori Rosa(an underground shopping mall) 6-bancho area, Nishibori-dori, Chuo-ku, Niigata City
Date [March 16] 12:00 - 21:00 [March 17] 12:00 - 17:00
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Masaaki Yuasa and the Motion of Animation:
X Short Film Showcase (Director's talk available)

ﬂ B#Japan 16H 11:40~13:40 H#RA—L 16th 11:40~13:40 Nippo Hall
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Also don’t miss the "Gatafest"
at the same time as the film festival!

The "Gatafest vol.14" (Niigata Anime & Manga Festival), a manga and
anime festival that attracts many fans from all over Japan to Niigata City
every year, will be held on March 16 and 17 in conjunction with the
Niigata International Animation Festival. The "Cosplay Parade" will be
held from 11:00 a.m. on March 17 in Furumachi-dori 5 to 7-bancho, and is
not to be missed. The lineup of cosplayers dressed up as their favorite
characters is a sight to behold. Enjoy it together
with the film festival.

The "Cosplay Gataket Special" will be held on
both days in Furumachi-dori 1 to 7-bancho, where
cosplayers can enjoy strolling around and taking
photos. There will also be many other events and
experiences related to manga and anime. For
more details, please visit the Gatafest website.

HATARIEY ERE10%3AF  Price includes 10% consumption tax
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Located in the Honcho and Furumachi eria of Niigata City where many bars and restaurants
are located. Kobachan has been a favorite of the citizens for many years. Kobachan is always
crowded with businesspeople and regular customers. The menu offers a variety of snacks
and drinks, including local dishes, yakitori, sashimi, fried chicken and so on. Niigata's local
dish "Noppe" is priced at 590 yen. Yakitori (grilled chicken) starts at 390 yen with two
pieces. Fish dishes include a variety of seasonal local fish, mainly from Sado Island.
Sashimi from 1200 yen for a 3-piece set. Grilled fish from 780 yen. A wide variety of
alcoholic beverages are available, including beer, Niigata's local sake, shochu, and wine.
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1364 Honcho 8-bancho, Chuo-ku, Niigata-city
Phone: 025-222-7683
Business hours: 17:00-23:00 / Closed on Sunday and national holiday
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