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Program Director of NIAFF Tadashi Sudo
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Six Days ol Discovery Opening

The Niigata International Animation Festival, which started last year, will be held in Niigata again.
I would like to thank the animation industry, the people of Niigata, the festival organising
committee and the staff for their cooperation.

I express my gratitude once again.

Last year, the festival attracted more animation professionals and fans than we expected, and the
festival has generated a lot of interest from the very first edition. This is because the festival's

From Niigata, the “Animation Capital of Japan”

mission of showcasing animation culture and presenting a wide range of works from all over the
world in one place was well received. Many people enjoyed the food and culture of Niigata along
with the animation.

This second edition of the festival will attract many more animation directors and staff members,
as well as the younger generation, than last year. We will continue to build the festival into an even
richer cultural hub, a place that connects Niigata to the world.
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The 2nd Niigata International Animation Film
Festival opened in Niigata City on March 15. The
festival will continue for six days until March 20,
with screenings, talks, forums, and events taking
place at eight locations in Niigata City's Furumachi
and Bandai districts. It is the largest scale
feature-length animation film festival in Asia. A
total of more than 60 films will be screened at four
venues, including 12 in the feature-length
competition, Isao Takahata's Retrospective, and
Trend of the World. In conjunction with the festival,
the "Gatafes (Niigata Anime & Manga Festival)"
will also be held on the 16th and 17th. The unlimited
possibilities of animation will be presented from
Niigata to the world.
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B& Japan, 2024 BE FFEREH
Director: Shigeyoshi Tsukahara

16:45~18:50 BERA—IL GEBE—o1)
16:45~18:50 Nippo Hall (with director's talk)
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A coal town full of small-scale miners. A suspicious
"sinking accident" occurs frequently in this town. Atthe end
of the hardships, a young woman "just a little bit" grows up.
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https://niigata-iaff.net/
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The NEXT21 building is marked by its triangular roof. This
building houses the Niigata City Chuo Ward Office and is used
by many ward residents. The Niigata Citizen Plaza is located on
the 6th floor, and its staircase-style seating makes it easy to
watch movies. The building is surrounded by temples, commonly
called "Teramachi(Temple town)" and the observation lounge on

the 19th floor offers an oriental view of the city.
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Daisuke Seafood resutrant
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Located in the head office of Niigata Prefecture's

the common people”
screenings is also enjoyable.
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1071-1 Higashiborimae-dori 7-bancho, Chuo-ku, Niigata City
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, and a stroll around the town between
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largest bank,
Daishi Hokuetsu Bank, this hall was completed in 1992 and is used
mainly for classical concerts as a venue for promoting local arts
and culture. It has a reputation among performers for its excellent
acoustics. Across the main street is Honcho Market, “the kitchen of

culture and the arts.
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Lunch Kaisen-don (1,070 yen)
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aisuke Seafood resutrant
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Enjoy seasonal fish at reasonable prices. The lunch kaisen-don (seafood
bowl) is 1070 yen and is filled with about 10 different kinds of seafood,
including cold yellowtail, tuna, and firefly squid. The daily lunch (850
yen), which combines fish and meat, is also recommended. At night, the
restaurant offers sashimi in a barrel (2,300 yen for 2 to 3 persons), tempura
and ponzu (900 yen each) of cod soft roe, and donburi of winter fatty
yellowtail and salt-grilled Buri Kama (Yellowtail Collar) (1,200 yen each).
Budget is about 4,000 yen to 5,000 yen. A banquet room with seating for
up to 80 (reservation required) is also available, so groups are welcome.

B 025-222-8580 = %Ki [B~%]111:30~14:00,717:00~23:00 [£]17:00~23:00HEEEK

935 Furumachidori 7-bancho, Chuo-ku, Niigata City

Tel: 025-222-8580 Hours: [Monday-Friday] 11:30-14:00 / 17:00-23:00 [Saturday] 17:00-23:00 / Closed on Sunday
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Many routes run between Niigata Station - Bandai (the bus stop name is
Bandai City) - Furumachi, and there is little waiting time during the
daytime. The fare is a flat 260 yen in central Niigata City, but you can
ride from Niigata Station to Bandai City for 120 yen. You pay when you
get on the bus from the back door and get off from the front door; Suica
and other transportation cards are accepted, but remember to touch your

card to the card reader when you board.
Introduction to how to ride Niigata City buses (Japanese only)
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Easiest. If you share a ride, it may not be much different from the bus
fare. Estimated fares between Niigata Station and Furumachi range from
930 to 1090 yen. Raise your hand on the side of the road and it will stop.
Cab stands are located in front of Niigata Station, beside Lovela-Bandai,
NEXT21, and in front of Daishi Hokuetsu Hall.

Niigata City Taxi Riding Guide (Japanese only)
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Mini-theater opened in 1985. Citizens pay an annual membership fee to
support its operation. The name "Wind" means both "window" for movies
and "wind" to create a new "wind" in Niigata. In addition to movies, the
theater is also used for music and rakugo, and serves as a hub for local
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Bandai City No.2 Parking Building 1F, 2-1-1 Yachiyo, Chuo-ku, Niigata City
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With a population of approximately 780,000, Niigata City is the
largest city on the Sea of Japan coast of Honshu. However, the film
festival venues are concentrated within a 1-kilometer radius of the
city center and can be visited on foot. Niigata Citizen Plaza and
Daishi Hokuetsu Hall are located in the Furumachi district, Nippo
Hall and Cine Wind are in the Bandai district, and Bandai Bridge
connecting the two districts is a photo spot for commemorative
photos. The Shinano River, which empties into the Sea of Japan, is
the longest river in Japan. there is not much snow on the ground
and the temperature is not that cold in Niigata City in March, there
are many windy days, so be sure to take windbreaks.
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Nippo Hall, Niigata Nippo Media Ship
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The headquarters building of Niigata Nippo, a local newspaper
company. The building is characterized by curves reminiscent of
sailing ships of the Edo and early Meiji periods. The Nippo Hall
(2nd floor) is used for various events. The night view from the 20th
floor "Sora no Hiroba" is registered as a Japan Nightscape Heritage
Site. Visitors can enjoy a 360-degree panoramic view from
approximately 100 meters above the ground.
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Kaisen-don at Honcho Suzukisengyo (1,600 yen)
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1114-1 6-bancho Honchodori, Chuo-ku, Niigata City
Honcho Suzukisengyo Closed on Thursday and irregularly closed on Wednesday / Honcho Furukawasengyo Closed on Thursday /

Donya Ishii Irregular holiday

@, ﬁ /f ]“‘ Transportation Guide to the Venues
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Located in the historic Honcho shopping district, you can enjoy seasonal
fresh fish such as those from Sado Island. The popular kaisen Don (bowl
of rice topped with fresh seafood) at Honcho Suzukisengyo starts at 1,100
yen. A plate of fried oysters from Sado Island is 600 yen. Sashimi starts at
850 yen. Honcho Furukawasengyo recommends the Kaisen Don for 1,800
yen. The sashimi set meal is 1,500 yen. Donburi Ishii recommends the
tuna steak set meal for 1,000 yen. Grilled fish set menus start at 850 yen.
Kaisanbutsu Washio sells salmon roe and cod roe at market price.
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If the weather is nice, you can walk and enjoy the scenery and air of the
city. Approximate walking time is as follows.
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Niigata Citizen Plaza
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Using a bicycle gives you much more freedom to explore the city. There .

are many shared bicycle parking ports between Niigata Station and t 55 Smin. ‘ 1343
Furumachi. All are electrically assisted bicycles, making it easy to ride 5 . <~ K Cine Wi

uphill. The fee is 165 yen per 30 minutes (paid by credit card). To use the Ry ‘ sihute W o 13 min.
service, first download the dedicated app to your smartphone and t 1243 12 min ‘

register as a member.
docomo Share Service (English available)
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Niigata Station
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