
Contact
Participants will create loop animations that make the most of the unique properties of clay. After 
completing their works, they will receive direct feedback from Chris Shaw himself.This workshop 
offers a rare opportunity to experience international exchange unique to a film festival, along with 
a hands-on introduction to the joy of making things.
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TANAKA Eiko×KAISHI Professional University 
collaborative seminar

●Organiser : Niigata International Animation Film Festival Executive Committee ●Co-organiser: Niigata City ●Planning&Production : General Incorporated Association Niigata International Animation Film Festival+EUROSPACE
●Special Cooperation : Niigata Prefecture, Niigata Nippo Co., Ltd., Kaishi Professional University, Niigata University, JAM Japan Animation & Manga College, Niigata Chamber of Commerce and Industry Federation, Tsubame Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, AFAN(Asian Film Alliance Network) ●Cooperation : Niigata Visitors & Convention Bureau, Niigata Chushin Shopping District Cooperative, Hotel Italia-ken, JP East Planning Niigata Branch, Wadasuke Seisakusho Co., 
Ltd., Mitsuo Kogei Co., Ltd., Niigata Interpreters & Translators Association(NAT), ICO Corporation, Daiichi-Kougei Co., Ltd., HOTEL DIASMONT NIIGATA, BANDAI SILVER HOTEL, SEIKO DIGITAL CREATE, Inc., WITH UP Co., Ltd., SOUND 
EIGHT Co.,Ltd., Niigata Anime & Manga Festival Executive Committee, Niigata Manga Competition Organizing Committee, EnterlinguaL(Polygon Pictures), Tokyo International Film Festival, Neon Tetra Ltd., Instituto Cervantes (Tokio), ANIAFF, 
Osaka Asian Film Festival, New Chitose Airport International Animation Festival ●Niigata International Animation Film Festival Support Projects [Furumachi & Honcho Area] Masaya Kōji Shopping District Promotion Association, Furumachi 
Gobancho Shopping District Promotion Association, Furumachi Rokubancho Shopping District Promotion Association, Niigata City Furumachi Nanabancho Shopping District Promotion Association, Niigata City Furumachi 8 Shopping District 
Promotion Association, Niigata City Furumachi Kyubancho Shopping District Promotion Association, Nishibori Rosa Promotion Association, Higashibori 6 Shopping Association, Honcho 6 Shopping District Promotion Association, Ninjō 
Yokochō, [Niigata Station & Bandai Areas] Bandai City Shopping District Promotion Association, Niigata Station Benten-dōri Shopping District Promotion Association, Higashi Ward Hachinosu Shopping District ●Endorsement : Cabinet Office 
Intellectual Property Strategy Promotion Bureau, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Niigata Prefecture Board of Education, Niigata Tourism Association, Shibata City, Niigata Association of Corporate Executives, Niigata New Business 
Conference, NHK Niigata Broadcasting Station, BSN Niigata Broadcasting, NST Niigata Sōgō Television, TeNY Television Niigata, UX Niigata Television 21, FM-NIIGATA77.5, ●Sponsors : DI Palette Co., Ltd., SHINSEN Co., Ltd., HARD OFF 
CORPORATION Co., Ltd. ●Grant Support : Agency for Cultural Affairs Arts and Culture Promotion Fund(International Film Festival Support Project)

ROCK'N ROLL MOUNTAIN Inc. ITO Hidetsugu （Animation Director (ChaO)、Animator (The Last Blossom)）

Across four venues from Niigata Station to Furumachi

MAP

Niigata Animation Camp

For the 4th edition, two courses are offered: the "NIAFF Networking Course," 
which focuses on film festival participation and interaction with guests, and 
the "Animation Production Workshop Course," which is for animation 
creators and focuses on short-term production and instruction.(Applications 
are now closed.)

Niigata International Animation Film Festival 
Executive Committee
Email: info@nia�.com

Niigata Animation Camp is a next-generation development program for young people
in the Asian region who are involved in animation.

The Okawa Hiroshi Award and the Fukiya Koji Award
�e Okawa Hiroshi Award and the Fukiya Koji Award were established in 2023 to annually recognize the achievements of an animation production studio and a technical sta� member, respectively, at this festival.
�e awards are named in honor of Mr. OKAWA Hiroshi, the �rst president of Toei Doga and Mr. FUKIYA Koji, an illustrator and animation director. Both were born in Niigata. 

Schedule Feature Competition Indie Box Competition Trend of the world

�e Okawa Award and the Fukiya Award

Retrospective

Master Class Forum Special Event

Togashi is a naturally gif ted sprinter, born with exceptional speed. Komiya is a 
hard-working runner who runs to escape a harsh reality. As they grow into rivals—and 
something like best friends—this is a story of passion and madness, where men stake 
everything on ten seconds in the 100 meters.

©Uoto, Kodansha/100m Film Partners
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NIAFF × Niigata City × �e Niigata Nippo Junior Clay Animation Workshop

E
ducational Initiatives at the Film

 Festival

MIND GAME

Nishi reunites with Myon-chan, his childhood sweetheart and 
first love—but his happiness is short-lived when he is brutally 
killed by a yakuza debt collector. Filled with regret, Nishi defies 
God and returns to the world of the living, only to be swallowed 
by a giant whale this time…

Special lecture by TANAKA Eiko
M s.  Ta na ka ,  wh o ha s  p r o d u c e d num er ous  wo r ks  a t  
STUDIO4℃—one of Japan's leading animation studios—will 
speak to aspiring young people about the current state of the 
animation industry and the essentials of animation production.

Niigata-Based Student Project: 
Screening & Discussion

A screening, after-talk, and lecture will be held featuring TANAKA Eiko, President of STUDIO4℃.

As part of our regional collaboration initiatives, we will host a 
screening and discussion event organized by students from Niigata 
University, KAISHI Professional University, and other institutions. 
The screening will feature "The Super Dimension Fortress 
MACROSS: Do You Remember Love? 4K ULTRA HD ver.".

202620 25,February

Illustration:Hiromasa Ogura
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©2004 MIND GAME Project

©2025「ChaO」製作委員会 ©此元和津也／ホウセンカ製作委員会

100 Meters
〈Japan〉2025 
106min.
Director：IWAISAWA Kenji

In a future society where humans and mermaids coexist,   Stefan, an ordinary office 
worker, suddenly finds himself proposed to by Chao, a princess of the mermaid kingdom.  
As he gets to know Chao, who is pure-hearted and straightforward, he gradually grows 
drawn to her—A gag-filled romantic comedy between a human and a mermaid princess!

ChaO
〈Japan〉2025
90min.
Director：AOKI Yasuhiro 

”What a pathetic life.” As an elderly man serving a life sentence, Akutsu 
awaits death alone in his prison cell when he is suddenly addressed by a 
balsam flower that can speak. Through their conversations, Akutsu begins 
to look back on his past. A story of one man’s life—and his love.

�e Last Blossom
〈Japan〉2025
90min.
Director：KINOSHITA Baku

〈Japan〉 2004 ／103min.
Director：YUASA Masaaki／Producer：TANAKA Eiko

IWAISAWA Kenji, who has worked as 
an independent filmmaker, talks about 
how his major debut feature "100 
Meters" was made at his own studio, 
ROCK'N ROLL MOUNTAIN Inc.—
along with the behind-the-scenes 
process and his vision for the studio.
Interviewer: DOI Nobuaki(NIAFF 
General Advisor/President and CEO, 
New Deer Inc.)

The Okawa Hiroshi Award
Commemorative Lecture:
IWAISAWA Kenji
(ROCK'N ROLL MOUNTAIN Inc.)

KS 2/25（Wed）13:30

2/23（Mon）10:00-16:00 
Location：JAM Japan Animation & Manga College

2/25（Wed）14:00  【Event】TANAKA EikoP

2/25（Wed）12:30P

The 4th Niigata International Animation Film Festival is honored to present the Fukiya Koji Award to Mr. ITO 
Hidetsugu, recognizing his outstanding achievements in the 2025 releases ChaO, and The Last Blossom, as well 
as his long-standing contributions to the field of animation expression.

The 4th Niigata International Animation Film Festival is proud to present the 
Okawa Hiroshi Award to Rock'n Roll Mountain, honoring its achievements in 
undertaking new challenges within the animation industry, notably through 
the production of the film 100 Meters., which was released in 2025.

Japan’ s leading ef fects 
animator looks back on 
their career—focusing on 
award-winning works such 
as ChaO and The Last 
Blossom—and reveals the 
s e c r e t s  b e h i n d  t h e i r  
creative process.

the Fukiya Koji Award
Commemorative
Lecture:ITO Hidetsugu

NP 2/21（Sat）13:30

AI does not take away 
imagination; rather, it is a 
partner that gives creators 
greater f reedom.Th is 
lecture explores what this 
emerging technology truly 
means for independent 
artists and small-scale 
creators.

PARK Ki-Yong 
“The Possibilities of 
AI and Imagination”

NP 2/23（Mon）10:30

The session highlights recent 
g lobal t rends in animat ion, 
focusing on how Spanish-lan-
guage and Japanese works 
have achieved international 
success and how they a re 
received by Generation Z. A 
repor t on the resul ts of the 
EU–Japan Animation Work-
shop held at the Osaka Expo 
will also be presented.

José Javier Fernández Díaz
「Worldwide Animation: Japan, 
Europe and LATAM and its 
cultural exchange.」

NP 2/22（Sun）10:30

Scheduled for completion this 
y e a r,  t h e  f e a t u r e - l e n g t h  
a n i m a t e d  f i l m  “ Z s a z s a  
Zaturnnah” fol lows a queer 
heroine from the Philippines.
The director reflects on the 
c reat i ve p rocess ,  shar ing 
behind-the-scenes stories from 
this project as well as from 
their previous feature fi lms, 
“Hayop Ka!” and “Saving Sally”.

Avid Liongoren

NP 2/24（Tue）10:30

“The Journey to Animating the 
Philippines’ First Queer Superhero”

W 2/22（Sun）12:30 【Event】Discussion

Admission Tickets  Adult: ¥1,500 / Student: ¥1,000 / Under19: ¥500
6-Day Pass:  Adult: ¥15,000 / Student: ¥10,000
1-Day Pass  Adult: ¥4,000 / Student: ¥3,000
* = Free admission
Notes  All seating is unreserved. 6-day and 1-day passes are not available for 
high school students and under. Tickets are available via Lawson Ticket and at the 
box offices of each theater. Please note that ticket purchases at theater box 
offices during the festival period are cash only. When purchasing tickets through 
Lawson Ticket, addit ional system usage and ticketing fees will apply. For 
programs with simultaneous Japanese–English interpretation, please access the 
service on your own smartphone, tablet, or computer and listen using earphones. 
K indly br ing your own earphones.To conf i rm whether a program of fers 
Japanese–English simultaneous interpretation, please check the official NIAFF 
website. The information contained in this leaflet is subject to change. For the 
latest details on each event, please visit the official NIAFF website.

Tickets

Film Details Buy Tickets Here (https://niigata-ia�.net/)

©1984 BIGWEST *The screening will use a 4K DCP, but this particular screening will be 
  shown in 2K conversion.
*Without English subtitles

*No interpretation: Japanese only

※This program is operated with the generous support of the NSG Group.

●Special Sponsors :

2/25（Wed）10:00P
【Event】IWAISAWA Kenji 
(Director)

2/20（Fri）16:30P
【Event】ITO Hidetsugu
(Animation Director)

2/21（Sat）15:30P
【Event】ITO Hidetsugu
(Animator)

The festival will be held primarily at four venues in central Niigata City. We invite you to enjoy exploring the city of Niigata along with the film festival.
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10:30-
PARK Ki-Yong “The 
Possibilities of AI and 
Imagination”(1:30)

Forum:Education and Research 
Committee Symposium, The Japan 
Society for Animation Studies(1:40)

14:00-

Forum:The Future of 
Animation(2:30)

ChaO(1:30)＋Talk
15:30-

12:30-

The Obsessed(1:38)＋Talk
10:00-

Indie BoxⒶ(1:25)＋Talk
10:00-

Mariposas Negras
(1:23)

12:30-
Norbert
(1:15)

14:15-
Allah is not 
Obliged(1:17)
16:00-

Band of Ninja(1:57)
18:30-

Indie BoxⒷ
(1:39)

16:00-
Indie BoxⒶ
(1:25)

14:00-
Juliet & the King
(1:32)

12:00-
Nimuendajú
(1:24)

10:00-

100 Meters(1:46)＋Talk
10:00- 12:30-

MIND GAME(1:43)＋Talk
14:00-

The Obsessed(1:38)
16:30-

Indie BoxⒷ(1:39)＋Talk
10:00-

Animanomaly-Observe
| Absorb | Obey(1:12)

14:00-

Youth 
Fighting(1:13)

Marine Express
(1:31)

14:00-

Saving Sally(1:34)+Talk
16:00-

Nimuendajú(1:24)＋Talk
13:00-

Niigata-Based Student Project: 
Screening & Discussion

12:30 -

Diplodocus
(Director's Cut)(1:42)＋Talk

15:40-

Princess Knight(1:10)
＋Talk

16:15-

Diplodocus
(Director's Cut)(1:42)

18:30-

HAYOP KA! (1:13)
19:00-

A Thousand and One Nights(2:08)
＋Talk

18:30-

Juliet & the King 
(1:32)

19:00-

Youth 
Fighting(1:13)
13:15-

The Last Blossom(1:30)＋Talk
15:30-

Astro Boy: THE BRAVE 
IN SPACE(1:27)

11:30-
A Masterpiece Selection of Experimental 
Animation(1:42)＋Talk

18:30-15:00-
Allah is not
Obliged(1:17)

16:30-

the Fukiya Koji Award 
Commemorative Lecture:
ITO Hidetsugu(1:30)

13:30-

10:30-

The Okawa Hiroshi Award 
Commemorative Lecture:
IWAISAWA Kenji(1:30)

13:30-

Forum:Niigata Animation Strategy 
Conference 2026 (3:00)

13:00-

Q&A Session：
Feature Competition

15:30-

13:00-
Q&A Session：
Indie Box Competition

16:15-

16:30-

17:00-
Feature Competition Grand 
Prix Winner Screening

18:00-

Animanomaly-Observe
| Absorb | Obey(1:12)

José Javier Fernández Díaz " 
Worldwide Animation"(1:30)

Forum:JGMA International Symposium 
Humanizing Medical Education(2:30)

12:20-

Opening
Ceremony

13:00-
Forum:The Frontiers of 
Animation Research 2026 
LASALLE College of the Arts× 
Niigata University(1:30)

Special lecture by
TANAKA Eiko(1:15)

Forum:Production Status 
Report 2026: Original 
Animation Project“REKKA”

13:00-

(1:30)

10:30-
Avid Liongoren“The Journey 
to Animating the Philippines’ 
First Queer Superhero”(1:30)

Closing
Ceremony

2026.2.16 Update

Talk Event  
by KATABUCHI Sunao(2:00)
18:30-

ジャバラ折　表紙

見どころ40文字 見どころ40文字 見どころ40文字

見出し50文字

クレジット（ダミー）

解説100文字

解説100文字

解説100文字

解説100文字

解説100文字

80文字

解説50文字

解説50文字

解説100文字

解説100文字 解説100文字

解説100文字
何か画像があれば入れますか？




